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Published 2009 


Ahmad ibn Hajjt Abi Bakr 21-1110. It reads as follows: 
tamma al-kitabu al-Mathnawi al-ma nawi al-mawlawi 
wa-al-hamd li-Llah ta'alá wa-husn tawfigih /1/ wa- 
al-sal<a>h wa-al-salam wa-la-tahtyah wa-al-ikramu 
‘ala khayr khalqih Muhammad wa-alih wa-sahbih /2/ 
ajma ‘In al-tayyibin al-tahirin wa-sallama tasliman /3/ 
‘ala yad ad'af 'ibad Allah ta 1 /4/ wa-ahwajihim ila 
‘afwih wa-ghufranih /5/ Ahmad ibn Hajjt Abi Bakr 
al-Katib ‘afa Allah /6/ ‘anhuma fi hijjah [sic] khams 
wa-sittin wa-thamanimi'ah /7/ Allahumma ighfir li- 
sahibih wa-li-katibih /8/ wa-li-qari ih wa-li-jam1 al- 
mu minrn /9/ wa-al-mu' minat /10/ m [=tamma] /11/ 


Walters Art Museum, 1931, by Henry Walters bequest 


The binding is not original. 


Probably dates to the thirteenth century AH / nineteenth 
CE; dark red leather (with flap); gold-tooled frames and 
cornerpieces 


Richard, Francis. Catalogue des manuscrits persans. (Paris: 
Bibliotheque nationale, 1989), nos. 265-7, 269. 


Gacek, Adam. Persian Manuscripts in the Libraries of 
McGill University: Brief Union Catalogue. (Montreal: 
McGill University Libraries, 2005), no. 154. 
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Acquisition 


Binding 


Bibliography 


by a border of gilt and polychrome decoration on a blue 
ground. 


fol. 204b: 
Title: Incipit with illuminated titlepiece introducing the 
fifth book of the Collection of poems (masnavi) 
Form: Incipt; titlepiece 
Label: This illuminated titlepiece introduces the fifth 
book (daftar) of the Collection of poems (Masnavi-i 
ma navi). 


fol. 256b: 
Title: Illuminated preface to the sixth book of the 
Collection of poems (masnavi) 
Form: Preface 
Label: This is the right side of a double-page 
illuminated preface, written in Persian, to the sixth 
book (daftar) of the Collection of poems (Masnavi-i 
ma navi). 


fol. 257a: 
Title: Illuminated preface to the sixth book of the 
Collection of poems (masnavi) 
Form: Preface 
Label: This is the left side of a double-page illuminated 
preface, written in Persian, to the sixth book (daftar) of 
the Collection of poems (Masnavi-i ma nav1). 


fol. 257b: 
Title: Incipit with illuminated titlepiece introducing the 
sixth book of the Collection of poems (masnavi) 
Form: Incipit; titlepiece 
Label: This illuminated titlepiece introduces the sixth 
book (daftar) of the Collection of poems (Masnavi-i 
ma navi). 


fol. 311a: 
Title: Illuminated colophon to the Collection of poems 
(masnavi) 
Form: Colophon 
Label: According to this colophon, written in Arabic, 
the manuscript was completed in 865 AH / 1461 CE by 
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text area is framed by a border of gilt and polychrome 
decoration on a blue ground. 


fol. 156a: 
Title: Illuminated preface to the fourth book of the 
Collection of poems (masnavi). 
Form: Preface 
Label: This is the left side of a double-page illuminated 
preface, written in Arabic, to the fourth book (daftar) of 
the Collection of poems (Masnavi-i ma navi). The text 
is written in gold tawqr script. The text area is framed 
by a border of gilt and polychrome decoration on a blue 
ground. 


fol. 156b: 
Title: Incipit with illuminated titlepeice introducing the 
fourth book of the Collection of poems (masnavi) 
Form: Incipit; titlepeice 
Label: This illuminated titlepiece introduces the fourth 
book (daftar) of the Collection of poems (Masnavi-i 
ma navi). 


fol. 203b: 
Title: Illuminated preface to the fifth book of the 
Collection of poems (masnavi) 
Form: Preface 
Label: This is the right side of a double-page 
illuminated preface, written in Persian, to the fifth 
book (daftar) of the Collection of poems (Masnavi-i 
ma‘navi). The text is written in gold tawqī‘ script. The 
text area is framed by a border of gilt and polychrome 
decoration on a blue ground. 


fol. 204a: 

Title: Illuminated preface to the fifth book of the 
Collection of poems (masnavi) 

Form: Preface 

Label: This is the left side of a double-page illuminated 
preface, written in Persian, to the fifth book (daftar) of 
the Collection of poems (Masnavi-i ma navi). The text 
is written in gold tawqī‘ script. The text area is framed 
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Label: This is the illuminated final page of the second 
book (daftar) of the Collection of poems (Masnavi-i 
ma'navi). 


fol. 95b: 
Title: Illuminated preface to the third book of the 
Collection of poems (masnavi) 
Form: Preface 
Label: This is the right side of a double-page 
illuminated preface, written in Arabic, to the third 
book (daftar) of the Collection of poems (Masnavi-i 
manavit). The text is written in gold tawqī‘ script. The 
text area is framed by a border of gilt and polychrome 
decoration on a blue ground. 


fol. 96a: 
Title: Illuminated preface to the third book of the 
Collection of poems (masnavi) 
Form: Preface 
Label: This is the left side of a double-page illuminated 
preface, written in Arabic, to the third book (daftar) of 
the Collection of poems (Masnavi-i ma navi). The text 
is written in gold 123701: script. The text area is framed 
by a border of gilt and polychrome decoration on a blue 
ground. 


fol. 96b: 
Title: Incipit with illuminated titlepiece introducing the 
third book of the Collection of poems (masnavi) 
Form: Incipit; titlepiece 
Label: This illuminated titlepiece introduces the third 
book (daftar) of the Collection of poems (Masnavi-i 
ma'navi). 


fol. 155b: 

Title: Illuminated preface to the fourth book of the 
Collection of poems (masnavi) 

Form: Preface 

Label: This is the right side of a double-page 
illuminated preface, written in Arabic, to the fourth 
book (daftar) of the Collection of poems (Masnavi-i 
ma navi). The text is written in gold 127۷70۲ script. The 
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Label: This illuminated page with floral decoration 
ends the first book (daftar) of the Collection of poems 
(Masnavi-1 ma navi). 


fol. 51b: 
Title: Illuminated preface to the second book of the 
Collection of poems (masnavi) 
Form: Preface 
Label: This is the right side of a double-page 
illuminated preface, written in Persian, to the second 
book (daftar) of the Collection of poems (Masnavi-i 
ma‘navi). The text area is framed by a border of gilt and 
polychrome decoration on a blue ground. Medallions 
are in the margins. 


fol. 52a: 
Title: Illuminated preface to the second book of the 
Collection of poems (masnavi) 
Form: Preface 
Label: This is the left side of a double-page illuminated 
preface, written in Persian, to the second book (daftar) 
of the Collection of poems (Masnavi-i ma navi). The 
text area is framed by a border of gilt and polychrome 
decoration on a blue ground. Medallions are in the 
margins. 


fol. 52b: 

Title: Incipit with illuminated titlepiece introducing the 
second book of the Collection of poems (masnavi) 
Form: Incipit; titlepiece 

Label: This illuminated titlepiece introduces the second 
book (daftar) of the Collection of poems (Masnavi- 
i ma' navi) with the inscription in decorated New 
Abbasid (broken cursive) style reading: al-mujallad al- 
thant min al-Mathnawi. 


fol. 95a: 
Title: Explicit of the second book of the Collection of 
poems (masnavi) 
Form: Explicit 
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Label: This is the right side of a double-page 
illuminated preface, written in Arabic, introducing the 
first book (daftar) of the Collection of poems (Masnavi- 
1 ma navi). The text is written in gold and blue ۲ 
script and there 15 interlinear decoration. The text area 15 
framed by an illuminated border of gilt and polychrome 
decoration on a blue ground. 


fol. 2a: 
Title: Illuminated preface to the first book of the 
Collection of poems (masnavi) 
Form: Preface 
Label: This is the left side of a double-page illuminated 
preface, written in Arabic, introducing the first 
book (daftar) of the Collection of poems (Masnavi-i 
ma navi). The text is written in gold and blue 0۲ 
script and there is interlinear decoration. The text area is 
framed by an illuminated border of gilt and polychrome 
decoration on a blue ground. 


fol. 2b: 
Title: Double-page illuminated frontispiece 
Form: Frontispiece 
Label: This is the right side of a double-page 
illuminated frontispiece with inscriptions in decorated 
New Abbasid (broken cursive) style of the first 
book (daftar) of the Collection of poems (Masnavi-i 
ma navi). 


fol. 3a: 
Title: Double-page illuminated frontispiece 
Form: Frontispiece 
Label: This is the left side of a double-page 
illuminated frontispiece with inscriptions in decorated 
New Abbasid (broken cursive) style of the first 
book (daftar) of the Collection of poems (Masnavi-i 
ma'navi). 


fol. 5la: 
Title: Finispiece of the first book of the Collection of 
poems (masnavi) 
Form: Finispiece 
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Text note: Text divided into six books, each introduced 
by a preface in Arabic or Persian executed in gold 
tawqi script (fols. 1b-2a, 51b-52a, 95b-96a, 155b-156a, 
203b-204a, and 256b-257a) 

Hand note: Polychrome text (black, gold, and blue) 
written mainly in black nasta liq script but also in gold 
and blue tawqi script on fols. 1b-2a, 51b-52a, 95b-96a, 
155b-156a, 203b-204a, and 256ኩ-25 78; inscriptions in 
the upper panels of fols. 2b-3a, 52b, 96b, 156b, 204b, 
and 257b written 18 decorated New Abbasid (broken 
cursive) style 

Decoration note: Gold and blue medallion (no 
inscription) (fol. 1a); double-page illuminated 
frontispiece with the beginning of the first book in 
nasta 110 script with decorated New Abbasid (broken 
cursive) style and inscriptions in four compartments 
(fols. 2b-3a); illuminated prefaces to the six books 
in gold tawqi script with some words highlighted 
in blue (fols. 1b-2a, 51b-52a, 95b-96a, 155b-156a, 
203b-204a, and 256b-257a); five titlepieces introducing 
the books with an inscription in decorated New Abbasid 
(broken cursive) style (fol. 52b: al-mujallad al-thanr 
min al-Mathnawi; fol. 96b: al-mujallad al-thalith min 
al-Mathnawi; fol. 156b: al-mujallad al-rabi'; fol. 204b: 
al-mujallad al-khamis min al-Mathnawi; fol. 257b: al- 
mujallad 81-88015); floral and foliate decoration in gold 
(fols. 1a, 51a, 95a, 203a, and 311a) 


Decoration fol. la: 
Title: Frontispiece with illuminated medallion 
Form: Frontispiece; medallion 
Label: This page, which opens the book, has an 
illuminated medallion outlined in blue with radiating 
blue lines. The medallion is surrounded by illuminated 
floral decoration. 


fol. Ib: 
Title: Illuminated preface to the first book of the 
Collection of poems (masnavi) 
Form: Preface 
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Form Book 


Genre Literary -- Prose 

Genre Literary -- Poetry 

Language The primary language in this manuscript is Persian. The 
secondary language of this manuscript is Arabic. 

Colophon 3lla: 


Transliteration: tamma al-kitabu al-Mathnawi al-ma nawi al- 
mawlawi wa-al-hamd li-Llah ta alû wa-husn tawfigih /1/ 
wa-al-sal<a>h wa-al-salam wa-la-tahiyah wa-al-ikramu ‘ala 
khayr khalgih Muhammad wa-alih wa-sahbih /2/ ajma'in 
al-tayyibin al-tahirin wa-sallama tasliman /3/ ‘ala yad 
ad'af ‘ibad Allah ta'alá /4/ wa-ahwajihim ila 'afwih 
wa-ghufranih /5/ Ahmad ibn Hajjt Abi Bakr al-Katib 
afa Allah /6/ ‘anhuma fi hijah [sic] khams wa-sittin 
wa-thamanimi'ah /7/ Allahumma ighfir li-sahibih wa-li- 
katibih /8/ wa-li-qari ih wa-li-jami° al-mu minin /9/ wa-al- 
mu minat /10/ m [=tamma] /11/ 

Comment: In Arabic tawqi' script giving the title ofthe work, 
the scribe's name, and the date of copying 


Support material ^ Paper 


Buff-colored laid paper 
Extent Foliation: 11171111 
Collation Catchwords: Written obliquely on versos 
Dimensions 16.0 cm wide by 24.5 cm high 


Written surface 10.5 cm wide by 16.0 cm high 


Layout Columns: 4 
Ruled lines: 25 
Framing lines in gold, blue, and black 


Contents fols. Ib - 311a: 
Title: Masnavi-1 ma navi 
Incipit: 
بشنو | زنی چون حكاية میکند...‎ 
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Shelf mark Walters Art Museum Ms. W.625 
Descriptive Title Collection of poems (masnavi) 


Text title Masnavi-1 ma navi 
Vernacular: 
مثنوی معنوی‎ 
Note: Title given in colophon in Arabic as al-Mathnawi al- 
[18 በ8881 al-Mawlawi (fol. 311a) 


Author Authority name: Jalal al-Din Rumi, Maulana, 1207-1273 
As-written name: Jalal al-Din Muhammad ibn Baha’ al-Din 
Muhammad Rümr 
Supplied name: Jalal al-Din Rumi (d. 672 AH / 1273 CE) 
Name, in vernacular: 
جلال الدين محمد بن بهاء الدين محمد رومی‎ 


Note: Author name supplied by ۴۲ 


Abstract This is an illuminated copy ofthe collection of poems known 
as Masnavi-i ma navi by Jalal al-Din Rümi (d. 672 AH / 
1273 CE), likely produced in Timurid Iran. The Masnavi-i 
ma navi, which is a didactic poetical work divided into six 
books or booklets (daftars), is of particular importance in the 
tradition of Sufism. According to the colophon, written in 
Arabic, this copy was completed in 865 AH / 1461 CE by 
Ahmad ibn Hajjt Abi Bakr al-Katib (fol. 311a). Each of the 
six books is introduced by a preface in Arabic or Persian, 
executed largely in gold tawqī‘ script (fols. 1b-2a, 51b-52a, 
95b-96a, 1550-1562, 203b-204a, and 256b-257a). The text 
proper is written in black nasta 110 script, with illuminated 
titlepieces inscribed in a decorated New Abbasid (broken 
cursive) style (fols. 2b, 52b, 96b, 156b, 204b, and 257b). The 
dark red leather binding is not original to the manuscript and 
dates to the thirteenth century AH / nineteenth CE. 


Date [Dhü al-]Hijjah 865 AH / 1461 CE 
Origin Iran 
Scribe As-written name: Ahmad ibn Hajji Abi Bakr al-Katib 


Name, in vernacular: 
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This document is a digital facsimile of a manuscript belonging to the Walters Art Museum, in 
Baltimore, Maryland, in the United States. It is one of a number of manuscripts that have been 
digitized as part of a project generously funded by the National Endowment for the Humanities, 
and by an anonymous donor to the Walters Art Museum. More details about the manuscripts at 
the Walters can be found by visiting The Walters Art Museum's website www.thewalters.org. For 
further information about this book, and online resources for Walters manuscripts, please contact 
us through the Walters Website by email, and ask for your message to be directed to the Department 
of Manuscripts. 
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